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1251 September 6, 1907 

Report from) Matanzas — Inspection of. vessels — History of yellow 
fever cases — Sanitary measures. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, August 20 : 
Week ended August 17, 1907. Bills of health granted to 4 vessels 
leaving for United States ports ; 1 vessel was fumigated, and 2 health 
and acclimation certificates were issued to passengers bound to New 
York via Habana. The vessel fumigated was the Norwegian steam- 
ship Ole Bull, destined to Mobile, Ala., having a crew of 20, and no 
passengers. This vessel left August 15 for its port of destination with 
all well aboard. 

August 15-17, 3 new cases of yellow fever were reported, of which 
2 contracted the infection at Mocha, within this district, and 1 at 
Alacranes, a town close to Union de Reyes. The hist or y of these 3 
cases is as follows : 

(1) G. D., 24 years of age, born in the province of Leon, Spain, 
arrived in Cuba from his native country one year and nine months 
ago and at Mocha one month ago, joining the gang of workers at the 
public road which is being laid at that place. He states not having 
had any other serious sickness since he came to Cuba. He was taken 
sick August 11 and was isolated from the rest of his companions and 
placed under a mosquito net. On the following morning the patient, 
well protected with a mosquito bar and blanket, was transferred from 
the camp at Mocha to the civil hospital of this city, where he was 
lodged in the isolation room for further observation and treatment. 
This room has been renovated since the recent fatal case of yellow 
fever occurred, with the installation of new wire netting so as to be 
mosquito proof. 

August 15 the diagnosis of yellow fever was unanimously agreed 
upon by all the members of the commission. This case recovered 
and is now convalescing. 

(2) R. L., 22 years old, born in the province of Corunna, Spain, 
arrived in the island from his native country about two years ago 
and at Mocha but one month ago. During the previous three months 
and up to the time he came to Mocha he lived in the neighborhood of 
Union de Reyes. He also joined the same gang of laborers at the 
new road at Mocha, and roomed with the case just described. He 
was taken sick August 12 and ordered the same morning, together 
with his companion, to the city hospital of Matanzas for treatment. 
L, from the onset, showed a more severe type of the disease, and at 
the time the commission convened the diagnosis of yellow fever was 
determined. This case became gradually worse and the patient died 
August 17. A necropsy was held on the day of death, and the patho- 
logical lesions found fully confirmed the diagnosis of yellow fever. 

(3) The case of yellow fever reported August 17 at Alacranes 
occurred in a man, D. M., native of the Canary Islands, living in 
a plantation colony called Segundo, in the vicinity of the town 
referred to, being discovered August 16. The case was detected 
on the fifth day of the disease, and was transferred from the colony to 
Alacranes, where it is at present isolated in a protected room. The 
case previously reported in that town, under date of August 9, recov- 
ered and has been discharged since, M. is said to have contracted the 
disease at Alacranes. 
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An extra sanitary force was ordered to Alacranes, both from 
Habana and Matanzas, in order to carry out such sanitary measures 
as are recommended in those cases. 

The work of fumigation in the city was discontinued after these 
sanitary measures were complied with in the infected block of houses 
where the Hotel Europa is located, and the row of buildings on the 
opposite side of the street facing the hotel. All the neighborhood 
surrounding the civil hospital is being fumigated, and the latter 
building is to be ref umigated as soon as the one case of yellow fever, 
still under treatment at the place, is discharged. 

A whole ward of the civil hospital is being protected with wire 
netting so as to meet properly any emergency that may arise. 

The Cuban quarantine officer has been directed to inspect all the 
coastwise vessels arriving in this harbor, besides those from foreign 
ports, and to report to the local health officer the nonimmune crews 
and passengers landing and their stopping places in town, so as to 
hold them under medical supervision during the period of incubation 
of yellow fever. Restrictions are also being enforced on travel 
by land from places known to be infected with the disease. 

Report from, Santiago — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Inspec- 
tion of coastwise vessels and trains arriving from Habana. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, August 20 : 

Week ended August 17, 1907. Bills of health issued to 9 vessels 
bound for the United States. The steamship Niceto, bound for 
Tampa, was fumigated to kill mosquitoes. 

No quarantinable disease reported. 

Since the outbreak of yellow fever at Cienfuegos, the Cuban quar- 
antine service at this port has had orders to inspect all coastwise 
vessels and to give a list of passengers landed to the chief of muni- 
cipal sanitation so that he may be able to follow them up. 

The trains arriving from Habana are also inspected. For this 
purpose a medical inspector has been appointed who goes daily to 
San Luis (30 miles away) to meet the incoming train. He examines 
passengers and takes temperatures and makes note of them. This 
will be kept up while the epidemic lasts. 

Since the beginning of this month the death rate at Santiago de 
Cuba has been reduced to normal. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Measures to prevent introduction of cholera 

from Russia. 

The following is received from Consul-General Thackara, under 
date of August 16 : 

A conference has just been held at the imperial office of the inte- 
rior, in which all the interested departments of the Empire and of 
Prussia participated, with the object of discussing what special regu- 
lations, if any, were necessary to prevent the introduction of cholera 
from Russia into the German Empire. It was decided to adopt such 



